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LORD  BLACHFORD1

LORD BLACHFORD, whose death was announced last
week, belonged to a generation of Oxford men of
whom few now survive, and who, of very different
characters and with very different careers and his-
tories, had more in common than any set of contem-
poraries at Oxford since their time. Speaking roughly,
they were almost the last product of the old training
at public school and at college, before the new
reforms set in; of a training confessedly imperfect and
in some ways deplorably defective, but with consider-
able elements in it of strength and manliness, with
keen instincts of contempt for all that savoured of
affectation and hollowness, and with a sort of large-
ness and freedom about it, both in its outlook and
its discipline, which suited vigorous and self-reliant
natures in an exciting time, when debate ran high and
the gravest issues seemed to be presenting themselves
to English society. The reformed system which has
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